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HISTORY 
Of the Origin and Progress of the Working Men’s Party in 
New York. By George H. Evans. 


CHAP. III. 
Report of the Committee of Fifty—Working Men’s Nominations—Migre- 
presentations of the Party Papers—Great Vote for the Working M's 
Ticket—Election of Ebenezer Ferd. 


The following is the Report of the Committee of Fifty, 
adopted by the Great Meeting of Oct. 19, 1829, as mention- 
ed in my last chapter. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF FIFTY. 

At a numerous Meeting of Mechanics and other Working Men of the City 
of New York, held pursuant to public notice, at Wooster Street Military 
Hall, on Monday the 19th day of October, 1829, Issac OpELL was 
called to the chair, and Witiiam G. Tinttov and R. D. Owen were 
appointed Secretaries. Whereupon a report and resolutions were hand- 
ed in by J. C. Stanley, Chairman of the Committee of Fifty, appoint- 
ed by a very large meeting of Mechanics and other Working Men, held 
at the Bowery Logg Room, on the 28th of April last; which Report and 
Resolutions, after having been read, were unanimously adopted, and 
are as follows: 

The Committee of Fifty leg leave to Report to their Fellow Citizens, 

That, since the date of their appointment, at the Bowery Long Room, 
on the 28th of April last, they have not failed to watch over your inter- 
ests, and to seek after the yneans of promoting and securing them, with 
all the zeal and intelligence which it falls to their lot to feel and to possess. 

But who is able to protect the poor? Who is able to devise the means 
of shielding them from oppression? Who is able to defend them from 
commands to perform toil beyond the strength of nature tosupport? Who 
is able to obtain for them the just reward for this toil, whenever it shal 
have been performed? Who is able to secure to any one the opportunity 
of performing well rewarded toil, whenever he shall desire it? 

These are questions which it is important to answer, and which, as your 
Committee believe, if they are answered truly, cannot fail to point ont a 
remedy for every thing in the shape of oppressign upon those who perform 
the labor that supports the whole human race. — 
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But if the poor are to be protected, it is not your Committee who is able 
to doit. It depends upen a greater power than any which they can pre- 
tend to possess. IT’ DEPENDS UPON THE POOR THEM- 
SELVES. ‘They, and they only, have the remedy in their own hands. 
THEY, ANDTHEY ONLY,HAVETHE POWER TOAPPLY IT. 

Yet it is possible that your Committee may be able to say, what this 
remedy may be, and’to give that advice which may be proper in its appli- 
cation. If they maf flatter themselves, that they are in no danger of mis- 
take in these respects, they will cons sider themselves more fortunate than 
they had any right to expect. 

What, then, is the nature of the cause, the first and deep seated cause, 
of all the oppressions that, in every country and in ev ery age, are heaped 
upon the poor! If your Comnunittee may be allowed to answer, and make 
that answer applicable to the condition of England, about the year 1066, 
they think they wil} be able to do it with pec aliar foree. 

At this period William the Conqueror subdued the English nation. He 
dispossessed the former owners of the soil, and made a new disposition in 
its stead. ‘To 700 of his subjects, whom he designated by the title of ba- 
rons, he gave the whole soil of England; w hile the entire rematnder of 
the nation had no earthly possession whatever! 

Is it, then, a matter of astontshment if we fiad these barons, these un- 
just possessors of a soil, which the tongue of reason and justice must say, 
OF RIGHT, BEL ONGED EQUALLY TO ALL, visiting oppres- 
sions wpon the poor! We say oppressions. We speak of more than one. 
For the first oppression that was practised, was inflicted on those who were 
dqgied their equal right of soil, or, in lieu thereof, some ample equivalent. 
When this firsé act was cousummated, it is easy tosee how others must 
follow. F or, inasmuch as man cannot exist withot food, nor be comfort- 
able without fire, nor have health without raiment and protection from 
the inclemency of the seasons: all these, if the poor are to have them at 
all, are to be purchased of those to whom the world is thus unjustly and 
arbitrarily assigned by those who have been thus atrociously and barba- 
rously robbed of the rights of nature! 

Yoyr Committee aim only to speak tothe heart and to the understand- 
ing. They disclaim every thing like rhetorical flourish; because they feel 
themselves above any disingenuous artifice of the kind; and because they 
feel, also, that the interests of their constituents may be supported with 
more energy and effect without it than with it. But they cannot forbear 
to say, that wherever government is organized wpon such unjust and un- 
equal principles as were established in England by William the Con- 
queror, and as have prev ailed there ever since, that the Almighty in vain 
for the poor has made the water to gush from its fountain, vegetation to 
fidurish on the surface of the earth, and created the treasures of the quarr 
and the mine; since, before any of these can be applied to the benefit of 
the poor, these latter must enter into treaties with their oppressors, to pay 
a price for that which the Supreme created alike for all. 

With this view of the subject before them, your Committee think, that 
we are not to be surprized that the rich oppress the poor; for this oppres- 
sion is only a natural and inevitable effect of such an organization of so- 
ciety. ‘T'o expect any other would be as unreasonable, as it would be to 
expect that bodies, which had been thrown up into the atmosphere, should 
not descend again to the earth. 

The truth is, as it seems to your Committee, the great evil of which we 
have to complain is, that there are any pooratall. If these did not exist, 
and were it not absurd to suppose, at the same time, the existence of the 
rich, oppression could not be practised at all. For then, no man, in order 
to satisfy hunger, would be compelled to labor for another with an exer- 
tion of body, such as a task master should please to prescribe. 
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If, then, your Committee understand themseives, they see that when 
government +5 ge oe unequally the only property which it has, when 
it begins to exist, that is, the soil of the state; it then lays the foundation 
of oppression, pes as you, and men of your description in all countries, 
now suffer. He who receives more than would fall to his share by an 
equal allotment, becames by that act, and not by any merit of his own, the 
rich man; he who receives less, or none at all, the poorman. If, now, 
the latter require food, ae clothing, or dwelling, how is he to obtain 
them? Raise for me, says the rich man, two bushels of wheat, and you 
shall have one. Make t two fires for me, and one shall be yours. Prepare 
two garments for me, and one shall elothe you. Erect ef dwellings, and 
one shi ul protect you from the inclemency of the seasons, and be to youa 
home. ‘These, and such as these, are the terms on elie: only, it is pos- 
sible for the poor to provide for their wants. [1 is thus that these same 
wants are the allies and strong ‘friends of the rich; it is thus, also, that, if 
these thimes are now on their right basis, the »y are the enemies of the poor, 
since they compel them to sell themselves as slaves to their oppressors. 
For he, in all ponaitrive 3, is a slave, Who must work more for another than 
that other must work for him. 

It does not matter how this state of things is brought about; whether 
the sword of victory hew down the captive, and thus compel him to labor 
for his conqueror, or whether the sword of want extort our consent, as it 
were, to a voluntary slavery, through a denial to us of the materials of 
nature, which are the common and equal right of all, and are indispensa- 
ble to our happiness and even existence. 

Nor, although your Committee have applied wie r reasoning to the con- 
dition of. England, is it less applieable to the condition of property in this 
state. Whoever consults its history, will find the first appropriation of its 
soil to have been as enormously unjust and unequal as it was in England 
nearly eight hundred years ago. The ancestors of the Van Rensselaers, 
the Delance ys, the § Schuylers, the Cuylers, the Cortlandts, the Stuyve- 
sants, the Tenbrooks, the Bee kmans, the Livi ingstons, &c. &c. were those 
who engrossed a very great part of this state, to the almost entire exclusion 
of the remainder of the population. And that your Committee may not 
seem to exaggerate, they will state that the first named of those gentlemen 
received at the hands of government more than three hundred thousand 
acres of the best soil which the state afforded, being a tract of twenty-four 
miles long by twenty-four broad, of which Albany ts the centre 

Your Committee, therefore, feel, that all human society, our own as 
well as well as every other, is constructed radically wrong; thatin the first 
foundation ef government in this state the division of the sotl should have 
been equal, at least, among families; and the it provision should have been 

made (if property must descend in a family line) that it should descend in 
an equal manner, instead of having been placed at the c caprice of testa- 
tors. They even g0 farther, and = as their r opinion, that inasmuch as 
the people rest tent on the soi, at the first formation of our government, 
hail equal right thereto, as individuals, not as members of fumilies. so. also 
had their immediate successors the same right. Put this has never been 
accorded to them; nay, even the families themselves of the first settlers, 
as we liave seen, had nothing of equality existing between them; and, as 
a certain and natural result, we see thousands ef our people of the present 
day in deep distress and poverty, dependent for their daily subsistence 
upon a few among us whom the unnatural operation of our own free and 
republican it stitutions, as we are p bars to call them, has thus arbitrarily 
and barharously made enormously rich. 

But though, as your Comumiitee b elieve, it is to this unnatural and une- 
qual organization of society that we are to look forthe prime source of all 
cur oppressions; of that which places over us task masters, with power to 





- z 
ee: 


~~ 


(Fa Ce 


36 THE RADICAL. Feb. 


require unreasonable toil; with power to withheld an adequate recom- 
pense; with power to deny employment altogether; and thus inflict upon 
us untold suffering; still your Committee are sensible that this fountain 
of your distresses is not to be dried up but by a revolution; a civil revolu- 
tion, it is true, since three hundred thousand freemen in this state have the 
power, through their votes at the ballot boxes, to bring it about, without 
resorting as most other countries must do, to the use of the bayonet. 

But, although your Committee are sensible that, until a revolution take 
place, such as shall leave behind it no trace of that government which has 


denied to every human being AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF PRO- 
PERTY ON ARRIVING AT THE AGE OF MATURITY, and 


previous thereto, EQUAL FOOD, CLOTHING, AND INSTRUC- 


TION AT THE PUBLIC EXPENSE, nothing can save the great 
mass of the community from the evils under which they now suffer; 
still they are also sensible, approaching as we are the eve of one of our 
annual elections, that there is an opportunity offered us of abating, of 
assuaging, of preventing the aggravation of our calamities, by resorting 
to the polls, and there electing, if we can, men who, from their own 
sufferings, know how to feel for ours, and who, from consanguinity of 
feeling, will be disposed to do all they can to afford a remedy. 

Against BANKING INSTITUTIONS, as being, next to the original 
unequal appropriation and transmission to posterity of the soil of the state, 
the greatest cause of your present unhappy condition, it will be of the ut- 
most consequence to your welfare to point the artillery of your suffrage. 

It is to these, even when they are not perverted from the purposes for 
which they are declared to be instituted, that you are to look for an abun- 
dant source of your sufferings. Let your Committee be understood. 
They mean to say that Banks, even when they fulfil the intentions for 
which they are said to be created, when they are solvent to the very last 
hour of their existence, are the cause of more calamity to the public, than 
when they defeat these intentions by the most flagitious and unprincipled 
insolvencies. ‘They mean emphatically to declare, that those Banks 
which have become “ broken,” as the term is, have done less injury to the 
community, than if they had continued their operations until the expira- 
tion of their charters, and had then been renewed or had their places sup- 
plied by new ones. In other words, it is only saying, that it is better for 
the public to be robbed, at once, of a certain definite and great sum, and 
after that to be robbed no more, than it is to suffer daily in small sums, 
and this continued for ever! 

But your Committee, in that respect to you and themselves which is 
due to both, instead of relying upon assertions, or expecting you to rely 
upon them, will appeal to facts. ‘They will appeal to official facts; such 
as even the Banks themselves have furnished. In February and March, 
1828, (these are the last returns in the power of your Committee to obtain,) 
they reported their condition to the legislature; and from those reports 
the following statement of their general ‘condition has been made and pub- 
lished to the community. 

The Banks in the City of New York, according to their own reports of February 
and March, 1828. 
Total due for notes|Specie in bank for|Proportion of spe- 


issued, and for de-! the redemption jcie dollars to meet 


Name of the Bank. 
posites. thereof. these demands. 
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City Bank of New York 
Phenix Bank 

Union Bank 

Bank of America 
Mechanics’ Bank 

Bank of New York 
Bank Dry Dock Com. 
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1,200,317 
513,119 
635 952 
422,388 
554,122 

1,362,899 
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8,697,728 





222,396 
66,806 
79.078 
45,754 

184,610 

199,114 
99,978 
14.736 


945,829 





for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


lt for 7 


Paect pemct fem feet prt fed Fee fl ft 
Owoews-!Uw 


— 
Vw 





1843. THE RADICAL. 37 
Banks of the State out of the City of New York. 











Total due for notes|Specie in Bank for|Proportion of spe- 
Name of the Bank. issued, and for de-| the redemption j|cie dollars to meet 
posites. thereof. these demands. 
N.Y State Bank, at Albany 519,580 30,976 1 for 16 
Rank of Albany 291,480 3f,261 1 for 9 
Mech’s & Farmers’ Bank, Albany, 933,469 26,000 1 for 35 
Farmers’ Bank, Troy 233.033 11,660 1 for 19 
Bank of Troy 423,106 10,533 1 for 40 
Jefferson County Bank 113,466 14,113 l for 8 
Totai, 2,505,104 123,543 1 for 294 
(add) B. U.S & Br’s. 22 in No. 

(see report, Jan. 1, 1829, 38,115,492 5,815,821 1 for 63 

















Average of paper to specie, I to 9. 
So that it appears, that even these fifteen Banks only, out of more than 
fifty, which the state contains, are, from year’s end to year’s end, conti- 





nually indebted to the public for $9,202,832 
While they have, or can have, by any possibility whatever, 

specie only to the amount of 1,069,372 
Leaving a balance against them of $8,133,460 


And on which (suchis the system under which we live) they pay not one 
cent of interest! 

Fellow citizens, the grievance that oppresses you is this: that while 
the community pays interest on more than nine millions, which they bor- 
row of these Banks, the Banks themselves, who are indebted to you in 
the sum of more than eight millions, pay not one cent of interest in return! 
The language of these Banking charters is, the public shall pay interest 
on their debts; but the Banks shall not! 

It is of no use to say, the public need not borrow. They must borrow. 
There is no alternative. For although, before any Banks are created, 
there is every opportunity to borrow gold and silver (for this only is mo- 
ney) of private persons who have it; yet after Banks are created, all this 
gold and silver, or nearly so, is placed under the control of some dozen or 
fifty squads of Bank directors; and he who wants money, (and who does 
not?) must go to these same directors, and there borrow, for example, 
eight or ten paper or pewter dollars, it matters not which, along with one 
of silver, and pay interest on all, or go without money altogether; since 
there is none to be had elsewhere. If he go without money, he must take 
the hat, the shoe, or the coat, which his industry has made, under his 
arm, and seek to exchange it for bread. 

Nor is it of any use to say that these paper dollars are convertible into 
specie ondemand. ‘They are not. They are only promised so to be. As 
well might you expect the paupers of our alms house to pay their debts 
at all, as to expect that the Banks themselves can pay theirs, before their 
debtors make payment; and this, wherever runs have been made upon 
them, so as to produce a stoppage of payment, has seldom taken less than 
two or three years. 

The result, then, as it appears to your Committee, of all Banking ma- 
chinery, as it regards the case before us, is this; and nothing less than 
this; to draw interest on more than NINE millions of dollars, when they 
actually have but a trifle more than ONE million of real money tn their power 
to lend. A stockholder, in this way, draws fifty or sixty per cent. interest 
on his genuine money, while a private citizen would be punished as a 
usurer if he took more than seven! 

But the evils of Banking do not stop here. The promiscuous destruc- 
tion which they deal among our citizens, through insolvencies, falling, as 
it does, almost always, upon the ignorant and the unwary, and, therefore$ 
the defenceless and the helpless, is not one among the least of the cala- 
mities which it visits upon the community. Your Committee add a list; 
an imperfect list, it is true, (since it contains less than a third of the whole 
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number of those that have actually failed wrthm a few years,) of ONE 
HUNDRED BROKEN BANKS in the United States; and they ear- 
nestly ask, if such a frighiful number of bankruptcics be not an awful 
warning to onr citizens to destroy all Banking instituuons whatever? 
Broken Banks 

Maine | New York Maryland | Ohio 9: 

Massachasetts 4) New Jersey 9 | Dist.of Columbia 3 | Alsbama 

Rhode Mand | Pennsylvania 2)! Virginia >| Michigan 

Cunncci-cutr é Jelaware sou.h Carolina oe 

100 

but the number 


ry 


» e. 
lennessee, Fndiana, &c., 


7 


Besides many in Kentuck 
not named. 

But more yet is to be told of the evils of Banking. ‘There are no less 
than NINE HUNDRED and ELEVEN different kinds of counterfeit 
notes, from five hundred dollars to a singie dollar, now or lately cireula- 
ting among the citizens of ihe Umied Siates; and these are particularly 
deseribed and aseertained: besides s a sufficient number, in addition, that 
are not so describi d, as, prot bab NY, to amount to more tran a the yusand. 


Gentlemen, your Committee are not able to state with any great cer- 


tainty, the probal able amount of which the eitizens of this state are annually 
pli indered by its manied institutions, as they are irouically called; yet, as 
your Committee believe, it canuot be less than Tiv O MILLIONS of 
dollars. The amount of paper, (and it might as well be pewter, ) which 
they have coniinually circulating in the community, together with what 
they owe for deposits, and these over and above their specie money, Cannot 
be less than trom thirty to thirty ‘tive millions of dollars, the iaterest on 
which, false, fictitious, and counteifeit, as it iruly is, amounts to the ener- 
mous sum above stated. 

It is not necessary to say to you, gentlemen, that this robbery falls 
wholly on you. For, although a man of wealth may be tbe one to borrow 
of the Banks, for th: purpose, for exaunple, of building houses, yet it is 
not he who will pay the interest; it is the tenants who will occupy these 
houses, and not their landiord. 

It is for you, then, genilemen, to throw oif the monster that now stran- 
gles you r ha: ppine: ss. Abolishthese Banks, an iyo i will no more be plun- 
dered of your hard earnings, by the breaking of more than ONE HUN- 
DRED of these institutions, every few years. Abolish these Banks, and 
more thana THOUSAND kinds of counterfeit bank notes will cease to 


desolate the laud. Such is the advice which your committee Venture to 


‘ 
recommend to your most serious ‘consideration; nor do the ey doubt that 
you will coincide with them, iu the necessity there appears to be, to send 


mento Albany, at the ensuing el ction, of your own views and stations in 
life. Let them, then, be nominated by this great meeting, ina frank, open, 
and manly manner, and if elected, let them do ail in their power to demo- 
lish Banking jnstitutions altogether. Wailing in this, let them then use 
their exertions to have the Bauks compelled, at shart aud stated periads, 
to pay over to the state treasury, (and that, too, in nothing but gold or sil- 
ver,) for the benefit of public edueation and other public uses, all the in- 
terest they receive on loans they make over and above their specie capital 
actually paid in. 

Under this arrangement it will happen, that if, as now, they draw out 
of the community two millions of dollars, annualiy, as interest on their 
paper emissions, the ‘y wil pay it back again to the public : iuthor ily, and 
thus, in part, undo the mischief they have done. 

But stil! there would be miuch of rie remaining, in the danger of bank- 
ruptcies, and the floods of counterfeit money, which would still continue 
to teluge the land. Both of these ey dy would be greatiy lessened, if pro- 
vision were also made to prevent the Banks from issuing any small notes, 
in Rannsyivani 1, no notes, fureign or other, less _— five dollars, are al- 


lowed to be or are circulated, In France, as we are told, where, among 
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thirty-two millions of people, there are less than twenty thousand voters, and 
where, as a consequence of this mockery of suffrage, we might naturally 
expect very little care would be felt by the aristocracy for the welfare of 
the poor, even there the smallest Bank note that circulates, (and this in 
the interior.) is about fifiy dollars, while in Paris, and the chief commer- 
cial cities, the smallest bill is a little less than one hundred dollars. 

By thus restricting the nominal amount of the bills which they may 
issue, you diminish, in some measure, the danger of bankruptcies, and the 
evils consequent on upon counterfeit money; but still your committee 
have one recommendation to suggest, and it is this; that as is the case in 
soine parts of Holland, Amsterdam particularly, the directors of all our 
Banks should be chosen by the public authority, not by the stock hold- 
ers, sworn to do their duty, and punishable as felons if they do not. Thus 
will our citizens have much more of protection against the danger of bro- 
ken Banks, than they can have under any other circumstances; and this 
wholesome control over these institutions, it should be the duty of your 
delegates to Albany to strive to obtain for their constituents, if you should 
be able toelect men of yourchoice. Nor would it, in the opinion of your 
committee, be an objection to this proper and wholesome supervision of the 
Banks, if such a modification should result in the practice, as it is in Am- 
sterdam, of the depositors making loans to borrowers, instead of the di- 
rectors doingit. In such case, the directors would be responsible officers 
for the safe keeping of goid and silver, and, if public opinion demanded 
it, for issuing a paper representative of it, of precisely the same nominal 
value. Inasmuch as then the paper emissions would only be equal to the 
specie in the Bank, and as the former is more convenient in some respects 
than the latter, it would then bear a premium, instead of being, as it is 
now, at a discount. 

Now, that your committee have exhibited to you the robberies which 
the Banking aristocracy have inflicted, and are daily inflicting upon you, 
they wish you to look at another set of plunderers. ‘They disclaim all 
party views when they come to speak of Auctions. As between men, 
whose business of their whole lives is to buy and to sell, they feel no inte- 
rest; they care not who obtains most or least of the commercial patron- 
age of the community, so that equality of laws is maintained. But this 
is not the case, and, as a consequence, we have official facts, which, taken 
in connection with other facts, go to prove that a single dozen of auction- 
eers receive of this community, over and above all ‘their expenses, more 
than half a million of dollars annually, for their personal services. The 
returns made {a$t winter to the legislature at Albany, show that the fol- 
towing persons, holding Auctioneers’ commissions, received the sums op- 
posite to their names, over and above the duties paid to the state. 

D. Austen, - - . - $142,428 46 
M. Van Schaick, - 130,242 63 


T. W. Pearsall, - - - - 78,221 86 
R Lawrence, - - - - 33,099 10 
I. Fellows, - - - - - 28,645 88 
A. G. Thompson - - - - 26,774 52 
I. Mabbett, - - - - - 22,234 28 
W. Timpson, - -* - - 19,654 13 
H. C. Beach, - - - - 19,170 85 
L. M. Hoffman, - - - - 17,006 03 
A. W. Bleecker, - - - - 12,364 35 
T. Tripler, - - - - 10,796 73 





Among twelve, $540,637 82 





The average is, $45,053.15 
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The foregoing communications were all reeeived on the sale of foret 
goods, and on which a duty of one and a half per cent. was paid te the 
state. But the auctioneer’s commissions are the same, and, in the opinion 
of good judges, amount to considerably more than sufficient to pay their 
whole annual expenses of house rent, clerk hire, &c., so that the result 
of the foregoing official statement is, that a single auctioneer of this city 
receives annual}y six times as much money for his services, as does the 
President of the United States! ! 

Your committee do not doubt that you will agree with them, im the ne- 
cessity there is, to break down these auetion monopolies altogether; or,’ 
failing in an effort to do this, to compel them to hand over to the treasury 
of the state all that any auctioneer shall make by his commissions, over 
an amount such as is sufficient to pay all bis expenses, and te give him @ 
reasonable compensation for his services. No more auctioneers then would 
obtain commissions than would be necessary to do all the business. 

While now your committee are speaking of the exactions of ehartered 
monopolists, they cannot forbear to mention as instances of robberies of 
the people of a similar kind, though not of the same oppressive magni- 
tude, the Brooklyn Ferry Companies, and the New York Gas Light Com- 
pany. The former receive prices, at a rate, such as would give the Alba- 
ny boats, if they charged proportionably, more than twenty dollars for a 
passage to Albany; w hereas, we all know that fair and equal com petitions 
on the Hudson river has reduced the price to a twentieth, nay, even to a 
fortieth part of thatsum. It is well known to many, that the Brooklyn 
ferry charters thus rob the labors of many ap honest mechanic, who 
crosses the river for his daily employment, every year of money more 
than sufficient to pay a quarter’s rent. 

And as to the New York Glass Light Company, the dividends they are 
enabled to make by the extortion they practice on the community, is 
something like ten or twelve per cent.; when, if their charter was taken 
away, other capitalists would be glad to receive five or six, and to furnish 
gas to their customers at a correspondingly reduced price. 

Your commitiee recommend, that at the ensuing election you undertake 
to elect men who will endeavor to repeal all charters of whatever kind 
they may be. Governmenis have as good a right to say who may, and 
and who may not, borrow Bank paper, as they have to say who may, and 
who may not issue it. ‘hey have as good a right to say whe may and 
who may not buy at auction, as they have to say who may and who may 
not sell. They have the same right to say who may and who may not 
cross at a ferry, as they have to say who may and whé may not carry 
passengers. ‘They have the same right to say who may and who may 
not burn gas light, as they have to say who may and who may not prepare 
it and sell it to others to burn. All these are self evident; and being so, 
those who pretended to give had no right to give the charters in question ; 
and those who received had no right to receive; and it is, therefore, wholly 
proper to take them away. ‘There are people who, from not reffecting, 
think nobody has a just moral right to take these charters away, imasmuch 
as they are, as such persons think, a species of property. But whenever 
a legislature repeals a charter, no property is taken away from any one. 
Nothiag more is done, than that the restriction which prevented a boat- 
man, for exmaple, from carrying passengers, is taken off, and he left at 
liberty to follow an honest occupation for his livelihood. The fetter is 
loosed from the citizen; and this is the whole operation of annulling any 
charter. 

Church property is exempt from taxation, as also the property of priests 
not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars. This your committee conceive is 
a species of charter operation, since it compels the tax paying portion of 
the community to be saddled with heavier taxes, than if none were un- 
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justly exenipted, or than if none unjtistly availed theriisélves of the ex- 
emption. Against this abuse of your rights, your committee recommend 
you to direct — suffrages at the ensuing election. 

Thus much for privileges and charters as they go to plunder the com- 

munity of their hard earned wealth. Your committee would now bring 
to your notice the fact that last winter at Albany, your legislature repeal- 
ed your electoral law; me ree you to vote hereafter by general ticket 
for presidential electors. ‘Thé effect of this repeal is, to make it necessary 
for a great state caucus to assemble at the centre of the state, to fix upon 
electoral candidates; and thus to remove from the people the power to no- 
minate for themse]ves in an tnderstanding manner, as they can when they 
are permitted to do it by distritts. Your committee can scarcely imagine 
a more gtoss and flagrart insult than has thus been offered, not only to 
public opinion, but to public suffrage; for it is only two or threé years 
since a majority of six or eighit thousand of our citizens decided in favor 
of the district system. Your committee, believe it to be consistent with 
your rights and your interests, that the district system should be replaced, 
and that an effort be made to restore it accordingly. 
__ Huméaitility pleads for the abolition of all laws forimprisonment for debt. 
To imprison all his prgperty, that is, to dispossess the debtor of it, is surely 
all that justice can reqfitre. To contend for it on the ground that the debtor 
thereby may be compelled to give up that which it can only be suspected 
he has, is to bring back the iriquisition with its torturés; and at this the 
enlightened spirit of the agé tevolts. It is the advice, therefore, of your 
committee, that the accdmplishment of this object, as far as they may be 
able, shall bé orie of the requisitions you will make on the men who shall 
represent you, if you shall succeed in electing any such. 

Your Committee would now speak of a LIEN LAW, for the protection 
of the interests of numerotis classes of ourcitizens. It is believed, from 
information that your committee consider as substantially correct, that 
three or four hundred thousand dollars are, directly or indirectly, lost 
every year, to the industrious classes of this city and its vicinity, for the 
want of it. 

It is not expedient, perhaps, here to go into a discussion of the details 
of any such lien law, as yor committee propose; but it is well to say, 
that it ought to cover as much ground as possible. He who loads every 
table with its food, clothes every back with garments, builds every house 
that mian inhabits, cannot surely have too much security that the little 
compensation for his labor, which his negessities make him consent to re- 
ceive, shall be forthcoming and paid to him without the slightest loss. 

That the first lien law, which your efforts may enable you to obtain, 
and which is intended to have effect only on buildings, and the materials 
furnished and labor done for them, may be imperfect, it is reasonable to 
expect. In Pennsylvania, a struggle was, for a long time, made to obtain 
it for the builders and other citizens of Philadelphia. ‘They, however, 
finally succeeded. Lien laws Were afterwards extendéd to other parts of 
the state, atid finally throughout the whole extent of it. And even now, 
as we may see by the Philadelphia papers, they are making an effort, and 
that for the first time, to elect men of their own description to go to their 
legislature; and, among other things for their benefit, to render the lien 
law still more perfect. Your committee feel, therefore, that it will re- 
quire nothing at their hands to be said, to induce you to send men to Al- 
bany who will see to your interests, instead of committing your destinies 
to those who seek only for an opportunity to plunder you by banking and 
other charters and privileges; and in addition thereto to enjoy the emolu- 
ments of office. 

If it were not that your committee know that they are addressing citi- 
zens who feel as anxious to preserve and promote their own interests and 
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welfare, as any others can, they would fear that their report might be con- 
sidered long and tedious. But long as it is, and full of representations of 
oppressions which now bear you down to the earth, as it were, they are 
sensible that it contains but a small portion of them. Your committee, 
however, do not propose to extend the list further. Yet they think it will 
be but justice to themselves and to you, to state that, in their apprehen- 
sion, attempts are making to increase, still more, the power of the aristo- 
cracy over you. Allusion is here made to the proposal to fasten on our 
citizens two legislative chambers, by incorporating them into our city go- 
vernment. | 

Your committee are opposed to two chambers, because it will often hap- 
pen that a minority of the members, who compose both; although they be; 
as they will be, chosen by the people, nevertheless, wil! overrule the ma- 
jority. And this is highly antirépublican. ‘Thus, the two chambers are 
to have each fourteen members, and, as may often happen, the fourteen 
members of one house may all be in favor of the enactment of some new 
good law, or the repeal or modification of an old one that is oppressive on 
the people; and six members, also, of the other house, may be of the same 
opinion, making twenty members in all; yet if eight only, of this other 
house, oppose it, these eight overrule the twenty, x prevent them from 
doing what, if they were ail in one house, they woul, and ought to be able 
todo. And if a majority of each body can be obtained in each body, it 
is exactly the same thing as if all the legislation was done in one house, 
and there is no occasion for two. 

Your committee conceive, that it isa very simple thing to make a aoa 
government. Let the officers be chosen, all of them, by the people. Let 
them be elected to short terms of service. Let them decide by majority. 
Let them be paid a reas snable sum for their services, so that poor men, and 
men inthe middle ranks of life, may be eligible. Let information of their 
proceedings go forth daily and fully to the people, and you will not fail to 
have your public affairs well managed; not to perfection, it is true, because 
man himself is not perfect; but as near itas you can reasonably expect 
or desire. 

Thus far have your committee spoken of the evils that oppress and 
threaten to oppress you. ‘They have all had relation to our internal affairs 
only. Yet it may be said, as regards national affairs, that had a wiser go- 
vernment felt for the happiness of the laboring classes, more than it appears 
to have done, thirty millions of dollars, annually; chiefly sent to England, 
that nation which has ever been the enemy of this, might have been given 
to the artisans, mechanics, and laborers of the United States, and would 
have greatly alleviated the public distresses. 


The Report was accompanied by a number of resolutions, 
pithy and pointed, condensing its principles, among which 
were the following: 


Resolved, In the opinion of this meeting, that the first and unequal ap- 
propriation of the soil of the state to private and exclusive possession, was 
eminently and barbarously unjust. 

Resolved, That it was substantially feudal in its character, inasmuch as 
those who received enormous, because they were unequal, possessions, were 
lords, and those who received little or nothing, were vassals. 

Resolved, That hereditary transmission of wealth onthe one hand, and 
poverty on the other, has brought down to the present generation all the 
evils of the feudal system, and that this, in our opinion, is the prime source 
of all our calamities. 

Resolved, That these calamities have been greatly aggravated and in- 
creased by a legislation which has employed all its energy to create and 
sustain exclusive privileges; and that among the objects of such privileges, 
banking institutions stand most conspicuous. 
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Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States declares, among 
other things, that no state shall emit bills of credit; and that, in the opi- 
nion of this me eling, all our banking institutions are palpable infractions 


of this instrument; since if the state, of itself, have not the power to emit 

such bills, it ebidisot have the power to nutieiza others to do it. 
Resolved, ‘Phat past experience teaches, that we have nothing to hope 

from the aristocratic orders of society; and that our only course to pursue 


is, to send men of our own description, if we Can, to the legislature at Al- 
bany. 


Resolved, That we will make the attémpt at the ensuing election; and 
that, as a proper step thereto, we invite all those of our fellow citizens who 
live by their own labor, AND NONE O'THER, to meet us at Military 
Hall, Wooster street, on Friday the 23d day of October instant, at half 


past 7 o'clock, thén and there to nominate suitavle persons for candidates 
for members of the senate dnd assembly. 


In pursuance of the resolution last Gore, an adjourned 
meeting was held at the same place on the 23d of October, 
which proceeded to nominate candidates for the Assembly 
and Senate, and resolved that the Committee of Fifty should 
select twenty-two from the names nominated for Asséuibiy’ 
and report them for consideration at the next meeting. Re- 
solutions were also passéd declaring in substance that the 
poor ought to be represented by men living by useful indus- 
try, and calling on ali such to reassemble on the 26th of Oc- 
tober, at the same place, to choose the proper number of can- 
didates from those selected by the Committee of Fifty. 

At the adjourned meeting, on the 26th, of which, as well 
as of the prece ding meeting, ISAAC ODELL was Chairman, 
and JOHN ‘FUTHILL and Wm. G. TitLou were Secretaries, 
the first business was to pass a resolution requesting all unin- 
vited persons, not living by useful industry, ‘such as bank- 

s, brokers, and rich men,” to withdraw. The Committee 
of Fifty then reported twenty-two from the list of names no- 
mninated at the last meeting for Assembly, from which the 
following ticket was chosen, the names being drawn one by 
one from a hat, and subinitted to the decision of the meeting, 
tilla sufficient number were approved of: 


ASSEMBLY. 
ALEXANDER MING, senior, Printer. 
FREDERICK FRIEND, Brass Founder. 
THOMAS SKIDMORE, Machinist. 
CORNELIUS C. BLATCHLEY, Physician. 
ROBERT M. KERRISON, Whitesmith. 
ALDEN POTTER, Machinist. 
AMOS WILLIAMSON, Carpenter. 
EBENEZER WHITING, Cooper. 
SIMON CLANNON, Painter. 
EBENEZER FORD, Carpenter. 
BENJAMIN MOTT, Grocer. 


The following ticket for Senate was then chosen in the 
same manner: 
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SENATE. 
SILAS WOOD, Farmer, of Suffolk. 
EDWARD J. WEBB, Builder, of New York. 

The campaign was now commenced in earnest by the 
Working Men, and as the election was to take place on the 
3d of November, they had no time to lose. Nor were their 
enemies idle: though they could not have seriously anticipated 
that the Working Men, with a ticket nominated only one week 
before the election, would exhibit such a phalanx as they did, 
they were impressed with some vague fears that their strength 
would be such as to encourage them to adopt a more effect- 
ive organization another year. ‘The corrupt party presses, 
therefore, were stimulated to the foul work of misrepresen- 
tation and abuse. One vile paper (the Commercial Adver- 
tiser) had stigmatized the proceedings of the great meeting 
as ‘‘anarchical,’”’ and each of the leading party papers de- 
nounced the proceedings of the Working Men as favorable 
totheir opponents. Notwithstanding, however, the disgrace- 
ful opposition of two corrupt parties, which the Working Men 
had to contend with, they polled over 6000 out of 21,000 
votes, and elected one of their candidates for the Assembly, 


EBENEZER FORD. 


(To be continued ) 


THE REMEDY FOR ** HARD TIMES! 


The universal outcry is ‘‘Hard times!” And why is it? 
Every late President's Message, not excepting the last, told 
us that our country was fruitful, that the seasons were propi- 
tious, and that crops were abundant; that we were at peace 
with all the world, (except the poor, persecuted Indians ;) 
that, in short, we were on the high road to prosperity; and 
yet the cry is “* Hard times!” And why is it, I again ask, 
that the people are suffering in the midst of abundance? 
Is it not that the abundance is in the possession of others 
than the producers of it? that the many have labored for the 
emolument of the few? Look around you, on every hand, 
and see if it be not a rule, almost without exception, that 
they who do the least useful labor enjoy the most of its pro- 
ducts! And why this incongruity? That is the mystery 
that many are now turning their attention to, and that I think 
is soon to be solved, not only in this but in other countries, 
to the €ntire satisfaction of those most interested in the solu- 
tion. 

My views of the causes of the present unnatural inequal- 
ity and distress are well known to those who have perused the 
former numbers of this paper ; but, as each new number will 
probably fall into many new hands, it will be necessary fre- 
quently to repeat them, with such additions and qualifications 
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as further experience and reflection may suggest. In the 
year nearly that has elapsed since the publication of my last 
number, I have reflected much, read a little, and debated a 
good deal, publicly and privately, on the subject of the Equal 
Right to Land, and all the reflection, reading, and debate 
thus bestowed on the subject has only served to confirm more 
strongly the opinion that it is the only rightful remedy for 
those evils of government whose effects are “hard times!” 
All men, if they have a right to live, have an equal right to 
the materials of nature, earth, air, light, and water, which 
are necessary to support existence; an equal right to one as 
well as the other. Some governments have recognized the 
equal right to land, and many have not, ours among the num- 
ber. A struggle is about to commence, however, the event 
of which will determine whether this right shall be recogni- 
zed, or whether our government shall degenerate into some 
more aristocratical form; whether the mass sha}] be depend- 
ant on a few large landholders for the right to shelter and the 
right to work without begging for it as a privilege, or whether 
every man shall have the right to labor for himself on his 
own premises, of which nothing but death can dispossess him. 
This struggle, in my opinion, will be neither long nor violent. 

The weapon of the people will be the simple ballot, Even 
now a party is organizing, who will act with any other party 
or independently of any other, as occasion may require, but 
who will vote for such men, and such only, as will pledge 
themselves publicly, in writing, to use all the proper influence 
of their office, if elected, to prevent any further sale of the 
public lands, and to cause them to be reserved for the use of 
actual settlers on the agrarian plan. This party, if their 
principles be not adopted by one of the other parties, will 
soon hold the balance of power between them, and how that 
will operate is easy to be forsecen. Nine men out of ten, after 
candidly examining the subject, come to the conclusion that 
the use of the land belongs equally to the people, and that 
it ought to be secured to them on the public lands at least. 
This measure would benefit the whole laboring population at 
once, and, by taking off the surplus of laborers, would gradu- 
ally improve their condition; but the state of society on the 
public lands would become so much superior to that at present 
"existing, that the agrarian plan would soon be the universal 
demand ‘throughout the Union. Such is my pre liction, and 
I believe most firmly that the event is not far distant. 

Then will this bea republic, indeed! Then may every man 
sit under his own vine and fig tree, with none to molest or 
make him afraid! Then will not the sons of toil, after work- 
ing four or six hours a day for their own support, be obliged 
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to work as many more for the support of their taskmasters! 
Then will every six miles square of this vast republic be a 
thriving community, happy, free, and in a capacity to adopt 
measures to bring about as perfect a state of equality and 
happiness as man is capable of enjoying! ‘Then will men, 
instead of appropriating their surplus to the monopoly of the 
soil, and the consequent degradation of their fellow men, be- 
stow itin perfecting, beautifying, and ornamenting their build- 
ings, workshops, and farms; inventing machinery ; discover- 
ing new manures and methods of cultivation; and in intro- 
ducing and naturalizing the products of other climes! And 
this is but a faint outline of the benefits to society and to 
mankind that will result from the agrarian plan. What re- 
publican, what friend of man, then, will refuse to help on the 
good work? Gi B. €. 


—EEEE—eEEeE 
OLD MIONTMIOU TIT AWAKING! 


By turning to any history of the Revolution, the reader 
may, if necessary, refresh his memory respecting the part 
taken by the men of Monmouth county in that glorious strug- 
gle for rights; and then he will not wonder that the sons of 
old Monmouth should be found among the first to enrol them- 
selves for a contest, peaceful, it is true, but no less moment- 
ous, and requiring no. less moral courage and firmness of pur- 
pose, than that of the Revolution. ‘The struggle of the 
revolution established the right of the people of this country 
to govern themselves; in the coming struggle, ¢éhis right will 
prevent the necessity of any appeal to physical force to decide 
the question at issue, which is, whether the earth is the ex- 
clusive property of a few, or whether all men have an equal 
right to the land as well as to the other materials of nature? 
For the present land system is of so long standing, so time 
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honored, if you please, that no advocate of the agrarian plan 
would wish to see it adopted on the lands now held as private 
property till a large majority of the people shall decide in 
favor of it, till its entire justice shall ke evident to every 
man not deaf to the voice of reason. The following memo- 
rials, the first of which has been signed by a majority of the 
voters among whoin it has been circulated, many of them de- 
scendants of those who shed their blood in the cause of liberty, 
ask, in effect, for an experiment of the agrarian plan on tive 
public lands; and I hope, rather than expect, that Congress 
will provide for such an experiment. ‘There is not much 
probability that Congress will move in this matter while that 
body is composed of as many spouting lawyers and land spe- 
culators as at present. When the people become fully aroused 
to a sense of the importance of this subject, as I believe they 
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soon will be, they will send a different class of men to their 
legislatures. In the mean time, however, Memorials, like 
the following, will have a tendency to hasten the people’s at- 
tention to the matter; and this is all that is necessary. 
plain statement of the agrarian proposition is so convineing, 
(now that the evils of its antagonist system are so glaring,) 
that nine out of ten who listen become converts to it. Such, 
at least, is my recent experience. ‘The minor points touched 
upon in the following Memorials also, I think, merit careful 
attention, G. H. E. 


TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The undersigned, citizens of Monmouth county, New Jersey, in 
view of the present ‘‘ hard times,” produced, as we believe, almost 
entirely by erroneous legislation, respectfully suggest to your honorable 
body two measures of relief; that is to s&y, 

First, To prevent any further sale of the public lands, and, instead 
of selling them, to cause them to be laid out, say, in Farms of 80 acres 
and Lots of 5 acres, for the use of actual setilers during their lifetime, 
with power to give, sell, or will their improvcments to their children or 
others not possessed of land; thus, on the public domain at least, to 
secure to the people that Right of Nature, the equal use of the land, (now, 
in coatravention of that patural right, consiinced as property and made 
a subject of traffic,) and to produce, in the opinion of your memorial- 
ists, a state of society as far preferable to the present, as this is prfera- 
ble to any that civilization has known, 

Secondly, To adopt all constitutional means to discountenance the 
unconstitutional Paper Currency of the States, and, in the business of 
the general government, to recognize no substitute for the constitutional 
currency, Gold and Silver. 


TO THE LEGISLATURE OF NEW JERSEY. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of Monmouth county, New Jersey, 
believing that the present “hard times” have been produced almost 
entirely by erroneous legislation, and, for the most part, by the passage 
of laws and the exercise of authority by our legislators, relating to matters 
on which they had not, or ought not to have had, the right to legislate or 
exercise authority at all, do respectfully suggest that a CONVENTION 
be immediately called by your honorable body, for the purpose of de- 
vising such amendments to the State Constitution as may in future 
prevent unnecessary and ruinous legislation, and enable the people to 
enjoy those blessings which Nature has so abundantly and invitingly 
placed before them, but of which they are now, by their own misma- 
nagement, (through their public agents,) so signally deprived. 

‘And should your honorable body have doubts that a majority of the 
people may not approve of the proposed State Convention, we do fur- 
ther suggest that the question may be submitted to the people, at their 
next general election. 

And, in the mean time, to remedy some of the evils that are too 
grievous to be borne till a government can be organized under an 
amended Constitution, we respectfully call your attention to the fol- 
lowing measures, which we propose for your adoption: ; 


I. A Repeal of all Bank Charters, and an Equitable Adjustment of 
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Debts, accordiag to the amount of spurious currency in circulation at 
the time the debts were contracted. 

II. A Repeal of all laws for the Collection of Debts contracted after 
the repeal; thus to place a premium on honesty, which the laws have 
depreciated below par. 

III. A repeal of all laws making the sale of intoxicating drinks a 
privilege, leaving the matter to be regulated entirely by the moral 
‘sense of the community. 

IV. A division of the State (as far as its geography will admit) into 
counties of 24 miles sqnare, and townships of 6 miles square, with a 

revision for a public building in the centre of each county and town 
an which to transact all public business ; thus to avoid that practice of 
jmmoral tendency, the holding of our courts and elections under roofs 
where intoxicating drinks are vended, and to make it convenient for 
the people in person to transact much of their public business which 
they are now compelled to delegate to committees and conventions. 

V. A Memorial instructing our Senators in Congress to use their in- 
fluence to prevent any further sale of the public lands, and, instead of 
selling them to cause them to be Jaid ot, say in Farms of 80 acres and 
Lots of 5 acres, for the use of actual settlers during their lifetime, 
with power to give, sell, or will their improvements to their children or 
others not possessed of land; thus, on the public domain at least, to 
secure to the people that Right of Nature, the equal use of the land, 
(now, in contravention of that natural right, considered as property 
and and made a subject of traffic,) and to produce, in the opinion of 
your memorialists, a state of society as far preferable to the present, 
as this is preferable to all that civilization has known. 





———— 

((=> The Somers tragedy—an awful effect of our tyrannical, antirepub- 
lican NavalSystem! ‘‘Cutdown those who won't puil with both hands!” 

{(#” ‘Two dollars a day and roast beef’’—-Weavers in Philadelphia 
turning out for two dollars and a half a week! 

{(>> Tariff ‘‘ protection”—reducing wages in factories! 
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{(=~ Circumstances which I need not explain in detail, but which may 
be indicated by the stereotype phrase “ hard times,’’ have compelled me 
to suspend the Radical for the past eleven months. My intention now is, 
to complete the present volume as soon as practicable, one number a month 
at the farthest; and, as soon as the circulation will warrant it, twice a 
month. The first two numbers of the present volume will be furnished 


to those subscribers who have mislaid them, if applied for. G. H. E, 
ed rman 
* .* The Radical Vol. I. can be furnished to any number of new subscribers 
stitched and covered, at the subscription price, in which manner it can be 
sent for the usual postage ; thatis, any where in the*state 12 cents; out 
of the state, if over 100 miles, 18 cents, for the 12 numbers. 


(> The Radical will be delivered to subscribers in New York by Mr. 
James A. Pyne, 127 Cherry street, at 5 cents a No. on delivery, or 90 cts, 


a year in advance. 
Se 
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